Surname 1


Name
Tutor
Course name 
Date
Smartphones/Apps
Argument Do Apps/your Smartphone help you or just waste your time?
The level of technology in any given country is critical for development and progress. In the 21st century, the development of technology has impacted positively to the world, various machines and devices have been developed top of the list are the Smartphones and mobile apps. Due to competition, the mobile phone companies have introduced different types of Smartphone's and applications boosting different quality.  I support that fact that Smartphone/apps have helped me and others greatly in different ways rather than wasting our time. It is true that sometimes people tend to spend a lot of time operating the Smartphone in most cases hence consuming much time. However, the fact remains that today life has been made easier as a result of Smartphone regarding education, communication, entertainment, lifestyle, socialization and connectivity in general. The level of technology is where it is because of better ways of communication regarding speed, quality, accuracy, and effectiveness courtesy of the Smartphone and apps. 
To start with, apps have played a critical role in the education sector. In the past, the teachers were always at the centre of teaching and students would only look up for them for guidance and impacting of knowledge. It cannot be denied that teachers are good at managing, organizing and conducting learning activities (Garnweidner-Holme and Maria 100). However, with the emergence of Smartphone or apps, some of the tasks the teachers used to do have been replaced by these devices. The apps can facilitate one to realize better results in managing, organizing and monitoring students' activities in the classroom. Recent studies have established that about 28% and 51% middle and high school students respectively carry Smartphone in school on a daily basis, this illustrates how the learners today have become accustomed to the phones. Besides, in the past, books were used in taking and storing lecture notes and completing assignments, in this period it meant that books formed a critical component in learning. However, today the Smartphone are used to take notes, store and reading them when preparing for examinations hence replacing the hard copy materials. Also, there exists an app known as the Google Drive where teachers can use it in sharing reading materials, syllabus and assignments by just a few clicks or taps and everybody can access. 
It is clear the apps have various advantages evident in different dimensions. For instance apps help in conserving the environment because they are eco-friendly. The use of apps for teaching and learning has reduced the use of papers or related materials unlike in the past, taking in consideration that the trees are the main source of paper production no more trees will be cut down as such (Channel, Frontier, and RADIO, 50). In the contemporary society, environmentalists have identified the pollution of the environment, in particular, cutting down on trees as the primary challenge experienced globally. The process of global warming which is affecting the climate today is as a result of some paper producing industries that release certain dangerous gases in the air. In fact in the new millennium goals listed, conservation of the environment has been identified as one of the goals to be accomplished. For this reason, therefore, the apps must have come at the right time to help achieve this millennium goal and hence save the environment from further harm. 
Apps facilitate the learning of children with disabilities. Children with disabilities have emerged as the greatest beneficiaries from the Android and iPhone apps as such their life has improved significantly. The Google Play store and App Store feature is loaded with apps for learning disabilities children. Also, the Smartphone apps are benefiting children suffering from ADHD, Autism, Blindness, Muscular Dystrophy and Dyslexia. For instance, apps like Voice4U, ZoomReader and Learning Ally are some of the apps which have been introduced to help children with learning disabilities (Jones and Jessica, 11). For this reason, Android and iPhone apps have become a blessing for students, parents, and schools implementing these programs and in the process improving the education sector. 
Besides, the Smartphone has reduced the costs involved in the process of learning and education in general. By reducing the hardcopy materials used in learning like textbooks and exercise books with Smartphone apps, the costs involved in the production of these materials has therefore been reduced hence saving expenditures that were experienced in the education sector. Besides, apps today do perform the roles played by teachers, students can do research or just learn online through Google, and YouTube was hence reducing the costs incurred in paying teachers for the specific lessons in context. A Smartphone would only require the learner to purchase bundles or be accessed to any form of internet connection and then it would function accordingly. 
In summary, Smartphone apps in the contemporary world are providing solutions in the education sector, healthcare, and businesses. In fact today nearly every aspect affecting human life, a Smartphone app has been developed. Based on the recent reports that were released, statistics indicate that the education apps were ranked as the second most popular by the year 2013 and in total the learning apps contributed about 10% of total share. For this reason, it can be concluded that shortly apps will play a vital role in reshaping education standards. 
Also, Smartphone apps have facilitated effective and efficient communication. The old school types of cell phones could call and allow text messaging communication. While the basic functions of conveying the message across either through texting or simple call, the Smartphone can allow various ways of communicating.  This type of phones enables communication through the email, video conferencing and calling as other options for communication (Chang, 10). Also one can remain connected through some social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn that allows various ways of communication. For instance, the Whatssap which is the most recent one can be used to text messages online and even make calls normal and video calls, this only requires one to have access to any form of internet connection, and same must apply to the receiver. It is very cheap to communicate on a Whatssap app as compared to the normal credit calls because the credit cards are costly to purchase and maintain. Further, communication through Whatssap is faster and efficient than the normal cell phone messaging, and as mentioned earlier it can allow video calling. 
A Smartphone is good regarding connectivity. These types of phones are more than just improved calls and text messages, the phone various connection options available at the same time. For instance, one can log in a Facebook account while Whatssap, Twitter and emails accounts are on and functioning; besides the individual can access other sites with ease. Further, it provides a variety of the latest advanced connection services (Chang, 15). For instance, items like Viber which functions as an international call services example the Skype. It is an example of a service that enables one to save money that can be used to make international calls. Also, one can be able to send emails and also receive while online. In fact, one can link the email account and the phone so that when an email is received, he is notified and can be able to read and reply accordingly, like it allows access to one's email anytime and all the time. 
Also, Smartphone is good because of efficiency. In most cases, they operate with a very faster speed as compared to the old school phones, in fact, Smartphone is faster in functioning than the normal computers. For business people a Smartphone is of great significance because they can use an email address for communication hence work is more efficient. It is because one can be able to make communication with people anywhere hence get the work done even while on the move. In a business perspective, one can be able to link with colleagues and be able to collaborate with them.  Further the availability of applications like Google Docs and one Drive where one can create and be able to share information with others. 
A Smartphone can be able to store a lot of data in files and information to be used in future. Nowadays, more apps like mobile banking apps have been developed hence one can shop without cash in hand (Garnweidner-Holme, and Maria, 110). Finally, a Smartphone is an important device for entertainment. It can store both video and audio music which can be played at any given time. In fact, the latest Smartphone have access to some Television channels, bearing in mind that phones are portable instead of carrying a laptop for music one can opt for a Smartphone. 
I also agree that Smartphone in, most time is time consuming hence tend to waste individuals time due to the presence of various features that keeps one concentrated. In fact, Smartphone has affected relationships in the contemporary society due to addiction. In this case, a partner might be committed to his/her phone and forget about the relationship. Also, the art of texting all the time in most cases can create conflicts in marriage or any relationship. Finally, a Smartphone can deny one the social life; this is so because the individual becomes addicted to his/her phone using different apps and forget about friendship which is not good for a healthy life. All these factors tend to consume a lot of time hence it can be a source of time wasting. However, the negative impacts as discussed cannot be compared to the positives that come with Smartphone as discussed above. In conclusion, it agrees that Smartphone or apps are important and helpful to human life but not just time-wasting, hence we should embrace them.  
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